PKAGMATISM

which displays it as throughout purposive, as a
rational pursuit of ends.   This raises the question
of the validity of valuations.   Valuation is a wide-
spread human practice.    In their most general
aspect we classify all objects as 'good' and 'bad/
according as they are ends to be pursued or avoided,
or means which further or frustrate the pursuit of
ends.   This general antithesis between the 'good'
and the ' bad ' has numerous specific forms, applic-
able to different departments of human activity.
Thus, in conduct, actions are judged 'good' or
6 evil' and ' right' or ' wrong'; in thinking, ideas
are 'true' or 'false/ and 'relevant' or 'irrele-
vant'; for art, objects are 'beautiful' or 'ugly/
and so.forljh, for the modes of valuation in life are
innumerable.   Any one of these adjectives either
denotes value or censures lack of worth, and each
gets its meaning by reference to the specific pur-
pose, moral, aesthetic, or intellectual, it appeals to.
The swnmum bonum, or supreme good, will then be the
ideal of the harmonious satisfaction of all purposes.
What, then, from the standpoint of Humanism,
is the function of   'truth-values'   in   our life?
They indicate a relation to  the cognitive  end.
What is this end?   Surely not self-sufficing?   A
truth that is merely true in itself has no interest
for human life, and no human mind has an interest
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